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President s report 


T he Geelong Field Naturalists Club has had strong 
links with the old Victorian Field Naturalists Club 
Association and the body that replaced it—the South East 
Australian Naturalists’ Association. Dick Southcombe 
facilitated the inaugural setup of the SEANA group and 
Deborah Evans is currently the SEANA president. 

SEANA acts in two main roles. Firstly, it is an umbrella 
group for all the Field Naturalist clubs and has the 
advantage of allowing a strong and united voice to 
promote conservation issues and continued research into 
ecology and our native flora and fauna. Secondly, it holds 
regular campouts where members from all over Victoria, 
South Australia and southern New South Wales can 
meet, undertake excursions, participate in lectures and 
socialise with like-minded people. The GFNC has hosted 
campouts in our region in March 2007 (Otways), a 
Geelong based campout (2000), a workshop at Anglesea 
with Angair (1994) and a Bellarine-based campout in 
1989/90. 

Earlier this year, the committee ratified a proposal for the 
GFNC to again host a gathering of SEANA in autumn of 


Barry Lingham 

2016. The dates have now been finalised—from Friday 8 
till Monday 11 April. We have been able to make a 
booking at Camp Wyuna at Queenscliff where they can 
accommodate and feed up to 100 people as well as 
providing conference facilities. A small subcommittee met 
recently to map out all the logistics involved in organising 
the activities. The list of tasks is extensive, so we will be 
calling for volunteers to assist in making the SEANA 
campout a success. 

We will be looking for excursion leaders or assistants to 
liaise with expert excursion leaders from outside the 
GFNC. We need people with organisational skills to help 
record who is coming, their accommodation and food 
preferences, which excursions they will attend and 
car-pooling arrangements. There will be lots of bookings 
to be made, contact with local tourist information centres, 
publicity distribution etc. If you wish to help out, as well as 
enjoying a great weekend with fellow naturalists, we need 
you. Further details on how you can become involved will 
be in the September Geelong Naturalist. 


Tonight... 

...It is members’ night followed by a casserole tea. Members of the City of Greater Geelong's Environment and 
Waste Services Unit will speak about the Hooded Plover Program and the Masterplans for the Jerringot Wetland and 
Lake Lome reserves. 

In September.... 

...(Speaker to be confirmed) 


Bird Report—1986, 1987, 1990 

Now available for purchase 

$15 per copy (plus $5 postage) 

The report will be on sale at General and 
Bird Group meetings 

or contact GFNC 
info@afnc.orq.au 
to have a copy mailed to you 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site. 

GFNC website: http://www.qfnc.orq.au 
Email address: info@qfnc.orq.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat 
to other members and visitors. 



Whistling Kite, Serendip. July 2015 Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


GFNC is on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/qeelonqfnc 


The photo on the front cover, by John Newman, is of Corybas 
diemenicus Veined Helmet Orchid, taken at Aireys Inlet. 

July 2015. 

The photo on the back cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of a large 
flock of Little Black Cormorants feeding off Point Henry. 

July 2015. 
























Out and about: Flowers of gold 


Valda Dedman 


T hey are known as Guinea-flowers, on account of their 
golden petals, five of them arranged in a circle 
around a bunch of stamens. The scientific name is 
Hibbertia, named for the amateur botanist George 
Hibbert (1757-1837) who had a property on the edge of 
Clapham Common. He moved there in 1794 and set 
about establishing a six-acre botanical garden which 
rivalled Kew Gardens. He also had five acres of 
meadowland on which he planted trees. 


English and Latin ; to each description is added, a short 
history of the plant, as to its time of flowering, culture, 
native place of growth, when introduced, and by whom'. 

Andrews wrote of H. volubilis that ‘Our drawing was 
made from a plant in the collection of the Hon. Lady 
Dowager De Clifford, Paddington,’ and ‘...from New 
Holland, near Port Jackson’. 



Hibbert was a man of many parts. He was a bibliophile 
and art collector and was elected a Fellow of the 
Linnaean Society in 1810. He was a silent partner in Lee 
and Kennedy's nursery, which propagated many new 
exotic plants and also supplied the Empress Josephine 
in France. When she wanted to establish her 'English 
garden' at Malmaison, she consulted Hibbert on its 
design. In 1806 Hibbert 
was instrumental in 
setting up the Jamaican 
Botanical Gardens. 

The connection of the 
Hibbert family with 
Jamaica was originally 
through their 
involvement in the 
supply of barter goods 
from their Manchester 
cotton mills to slave 
suppliers and later in 
vast sugar plantations, 
from both of which they 
derived great wealth. 

He became an M.P. 
and was a fervent 
anti-abolitionist. At the 
same time he was a 
philanthropist in 
England. 

He hired artists such as Pierre-Joseph Redoute to paint 
his exotic plants; he paid the engraver Henry Charles 
Andrews twenty pounds per plate. It was Andrews who 
first described the genus Hibbertia, in 1800, but it was 
not from a plant growing in Hibbert's garden. He may not 
have grown his namesake. His passion was proteas— 
South African plants. 


The dowager obviously had a wonderful garden with 
heated greenhouses. Thomas Hogg dedicated a book to 
her on the growing of carnations and other flowers. 

Plants from her garden were often also described in 
Curtis. She lived in Paddington, an area then occupied 
by many nurseries, often specializing in the new plants 
from overseas, many of them from Australia. 

H. volubilis is now 
H.scandens, sometimes 
called Snake Vine. It is a 
scrambler with large, 
showy flowers. It is native 
to the coastal areas of 
New South Wales and 
Queensland, but it is easily 
cultivated: I have one in 
my own garden. The 
flowers are said to have an 
unpleasant perfume, but I 
have not noticed it. The 
leaves are shiny green 
above. 

Hibbertias are mostly 
shrubs. Some are a metre 
or more tall, some are 
prostrate and mat-forming. 
The bunch of stamens in 
the centre of the petals 
may be arranged in a 
single bunch surrounding the carpels or in a single group 
or in bundles. The five yellow petals are surrounded by 
five sepals, which are sometimes downy or woolly. The 
leaves often have hairs, which, with their shape, can be a 
diagnostic feature. Leaf shape varies from linear through 
to elliptic: margins may be incurved. Flowers may be 
sessile or on peduncles. 


Hibbertia scandens (formerly Hibbertia voiubiiis) Photo: Vaida Dedman 


Andrews described the new taxon in his botanical 
magazine. The Botanist's Repository, for New and Rare 
Plants. The type specimen was H. volubilis. Andrews the 
publisher, not only painted the illustrations, he also wrote 
the Latin description and English notes for each plant 
(with some help from John Kennedy, to whose daughter 
he was married), and did the engraving and the 
colouring. 

The magazine, which was produced from 1797 to 1812, 
was the first serious rival to Curtis's Botanical Magazine. 
It's full title was 'The botanist's repository, for new and 
rare plants : containing coloured figures of such plants, 
as have not hitherto appeared in any similar publication ; 
with all their essential characters, botanically arranged, 
after the sexual system of the celebrated Linnaeus ; in 


The latin species name may hold clues to identification. 
For example, appressa=pressed close to describes the 
long simple appressed hairs on the sepals and upper leaf 
surface of the Trailing Guinea-flower. Procumbens refers 
to the prostrate habit of the Spreading Guinea-flower, 
and acicularis refers to the sharp leaf-tips of Prickly 
Guinea-flower, whereas it is the outer two sepals, as well 
as the leaves of the Silky Guinea-flower which are 
silky-hairy. The leaves of the Bundled Guinea-flower are 
in clusters. You would expect to find riparia growing 
beside streams, but this is not always so. In any case, it 
is a very variable species that may be found in dry open 
forest in the Brisbane Ranges as well as in heathland 
and woodland in the Otways. It is known as the Erect 
Guinea-flower. 
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Many species were first formally described in 1817 by 
botanist Robert Brown in the Swiss botanist Augustin 
Pyramus de Candolle's Regni Vegetabilis Systema 
Naturale. Candolle himself described 41 species that are 
now included in the genus Hibbertia and there is a type 
specimen for each in his own herbarium. Some of them 
came originally from Governor King's collection, some 
collected by George Caley. Many Hibbertia species were 
originally classified as Dillenia or Pleurandra. 

There are more than 120 species, of which about 110 
occur in Australia, in all states. They are also found in New 
Guinea, some Pacific islands and Madagascar. 
Twenty-four species occur in Victoria, with nine in the 
wider Geelong region. This genus is under revision. 
Intermediates occur and complicate the delineation and 
identification of certain species. Many Australian species 
grow in scattered or disjunct populations, often with local 
variants. As recently as 2014 a new species, Hibbertia sp. 
Turramurra was discovered in the Sydney area. 

H. truncata, Port Campbell Guinea-flower, is endemic to 
Victoria and rare. It is only found in a few localities near 
Peterborough and Port Campbell, although at the latter 
locality it may be one of the dominant coastal plants. It 
sometimes grows on sand dunes. There may be great 
variation between plants. It was separated out from H. 
aspera in 1998 by H. R. Toelken, mainly on the basis of 
the leaf hairs. The specific name refers to the 'cut-off leaf 
tips. Toelken has done a tremendous amount of work on 
the hibbertias of the aspera group and was constantly 
overwhelmed by the variation found which had not been 
recorded previously. He has separated out many species. 

H. empertrifoiia has an eastern Victorian distribution, with 
an outlier near Chappie Vale in the Otways. It is part of the 
difficult aspera complex. 

H. riparia is very variable, and subject to revision. As H. 
austraiis it was recorded as a new species in 1956 by 


Norman Wakefield, the type location being given as 
Marcus Hill, (4 m. north-west of Queenscliff). I wonder if it 
is still there today. H. sericea, Silky Guinea-flower has 
been recorded on the Bellarine Rail Trail (type: Victoria 
near Port Phillip, described, maybe collected by Robert 
Brown who visited the area with Matthew Flinders). 

H. exutiacies Grey or Showy Guinea-flower, a mostly 
goldfields species, is found near Bacchus Marsh and also 
in the Brisbane Ranges in gravelly soil in woodland. It is a 
shrub to 50 cm tall. 

You can even buy hibbertia essence, which you take with 
brandy and water! It is not for everybody, according to the 
blurb. It is said to be for people who constantly devour 
information and philosophies to make themselves better 
people, but they need to thoroughly integrate this 
knowledge within themselves. 

Perhaps I am a bit of a hibbertia person, because I find I 
am wanting to learn more about the species and the 
natural world generally. That is the aim, I believe, of all 
field naturalists. Those early gardeners and publishers and 
all the scientists also helped to increase our awareness of 
Guinea-flowers, and we can drink to them, with or without 
hibbertia essence. 

References 
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Gasteracantha minax, 
Christmas Spider, Anglesea. 
Photo: Frank Scheelings 


Enamel Spider, Anglesea. 
Photo: Frank Scheelings 



Boneseed pull 

4 July 2015 


Rob Beardsley 


A ny outside activity during July is gambling that 

weather conditions won’t ruin the day. Although cool 
at first, we didn’t have to contend with wind or rain. Many 
thanks to nine members and two junior members that 
made the day a great success. Our work area continues 
to remain clear with the efforts of supportive members, 
but it is an ongoing and necessary GFNC project. 


Part of the enjoyment of the day is also to socialise and 
to share a chat over lunch and enjoy the outdoor 
environment. Looking forward to seeing you at the next 
Boneseed pull working bee. 

Details of the next Boneseed pull can be found on the 
notices page at the back. 
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Gum Flat fauna survey 

9-11 July 2015 

All trapping undertaken in accordance with our DEPI permit 10006519 and WSIAEC permit 27.12 
GPS at the creek crossing on Gum Flats Road (55250791E, 5751980N, alt 57 m.) 

Trevor Pescott 


Location 

Gum Flat is a low-lying section of Marshy, or Marshalls, 
Creek, part of the Anglesea River headwaters in the 
Anglesea Heath. We have carried out surveys there on 
several occasions in the past—indeed it is an area where 
some mammal and bird surveys were undertaken as 
early as the late 1950s and into the 1960s. It is about 
1.8 km west of Forest Road on Gum Flats Road. 

Weather 

Cold, overcast, light showers overnight on 10/07/15. 

With a forecast of low temperatures and possible hail we 
cancelled the third night of the survey. 

Elliott traps 

A total of 40 small Elliott traps were set downstream of 
Gum Flats Road. They were in four transects, each of 
10—two transects were on the banks of the creek (El-10 
on the east bank and El 1-20 on the west bank), and 
there were two transects (E21-30 and E31-40) across the 
grassy flat on the east side of the creek. 

The traps were baited with the usual herbivore mix, and 
each trap had a large wad of Dacron material for 
bedding: they were enclosed in plastic weather-proof 
sleeves. 

There were extensive tunnels, runways and mounds of 
earth suggestive of Swamp Rat activity and we intended 
to target this activity. Unfortunately we were unsuccessful 
in finding any Swamp Rats, something we were unable to 


Mammals 


Short-beaked Echidna 

Extensive diggings noted. 

Common Brushtail Possum 

Scats on the road beneath the 
Swamp Gums and mistletoe, 
probably this species. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

One large male seen and many 
scats noted. 

House Mouse 

One caught. 

Swamp Rat 

Extensive diggings and 
runways, probably by this 
species. 

Fallow Deer 

Scats noted. 

European Rabbit 

Scats and scrapes noted. 


Birds noted 


Common Bronzewing 

Eastern Spinebill 

Corella sp. 

White-eared Honeyeater 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

White-naped Honeyeater 

Crimson Rosella 

Golden Whistler 

Laughing Kookaburra 

Pied Currawong 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Grey Fantail 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

White-browed Scrubwren 

Silvereye 

Brown Thornbill 


Spotted Pardalote 



explain. Although apparently fresh, the site may have 
been abandoned for some reason, or the rats may have 
been less active in the cold, wet conditions. 

Results 

10/07/15: E27 House Mouse Mus musculus, wt. 16 g 
11/07/15: nil catch. 

Cameras, harps and funnels 

These were not used in this survey. 

Comments 

The cold, wet weather was not conducive to undertaking 
more than the basic Elliott survey. 

We found some fungi including many Vegetable 
Caterpillars Cordyceps gunnii which were beneath Black 
Wattles, several large toadstools (possibly Phlebopus 
marginatus) which showed signs of having been nibbled, 
and several other puffballs and agarics. 

Thanks 

Thanks to Parks Victoria for permission to carry out the 
survey: Jenny, Les, Graham, Alison and Phil for setting 
the traps on Thursday: and to Chrissy and Tracey for 
collecting the traps on Saturday. Chrissy also 
prepared the bird list. 



Swamp Rat ‘runway’, Gum Flat. July 2015 Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Angair Wildflower Show 
19-20 September 2015 
Volunteers needed 

GFNC will again be having a stand at the Angair show. This is 
an excellent way to network with other organisations and to 
recruit members. Plus it’s also a great day out and a chance to 
go on short excursions around Anglesea with Angair members. 

We need volunteers to staff the stand for approximately two- 
hour sessions on both days, but particularly Sunday which, as 
usual, clashes with our GFNC excursion. If you can help, 
please contact Deborah on 5243 8687 or email 
deborah.evans(gdeakinprime.com. 
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Next fauna surveys 

Floating Islands Reserve, Stony Rises 
Thursday 6-Sunday 9 August 2015 

This is a continuation of our on-going survey which began several years ago. 

We meet at the main truck parking area on the Princes Highway 20 km west of Colac, just past Hawks Nest Road on the right, 
heading south. 

Thursday 6 August: Meet at 1.00 p.m. to set the Elliott traps. 

Friday 7 to Sunday 9 August: Meet at 9.00 a.m. to check the traps. 

Spring Creek, Torquay 
Thursday 10-Sunday 13 September 2015 

This is another of the Surf Coast Shire reserves we have been asked to look at for fauna. 

Access is off Spring Valley Drive, and the meeting place at the end of the bike park. 

Thursday 10 September: meet at 1.00 p.m. to set the traps. 

Friday 11 to Sunday 13: meet at 8.00 a.m. 

Thursday 5-Sunday 11 October 2015 

Location and meeting details still to be decided, but it may be appropriate to have a look for Swamp Antechinuses at Bells Beach 
where a dead male was found. 



A Koala gazes down sleepily from its tree at Kennett River, one of 93 counted in the area 
during the annual winter Koala survey conducted by Friends of Eastern Otways. July 2015 

Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Fauna survey group meeting/workshop 

The Club’s fauna trapping permit needs to be renewed late this year so it is an appropriate time to have a review of the activities 
we undertake, how we conduct our surveys and to overhaul our equipment. 

When: Saturday 29 August 2015 starting at 10.30 a.m. 

Where: Ocean Grove Nature Reserve Information Centre. 

Program: 10.30 a.m.—check and repair equipment including some re-stringing of the harps, and other works as necessary. 

11.30 a.m.—meeting to discuss the way ahead, who will be responsible for arranging surveys, writing reports and 
making necessary contacts. 

12.30 p.m.—BBQ lunch; we will provide some salads, sausages, bread, but you will need to supply your other 
needs. 

A feature of the morning will be a talk by Peter Homan, a lecturer at RMIT and other universities and colleges, and a consultant 
fauna researcher. He has had vast experience in fauna surveys and will be talking about techniques and some of his experiences 
in fauna work. 
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Bird Group meeting: Birds of French Island—Martin O’Brien 

Dean Newish 


F rench Island in Westernport Bay is the largest island 
on the Victorian coastline and is an important refuge 
for bird species that are threatened on the mainland. A 
large proportion of the island is national park and is 
maintained by Parks Victoria. Access to the island is by 
ferry only. Privately owned cars are not allowed on the 
island. 

In his talk, Martin O'Brien gave an overview of the 
island's habitats and the current status of bird life on the 
island. The island topography is mostly low relief and it is 
approximately 70% vegetated. Farming on the island is 
limited and consists of small plots. Although most of the 
land had been cleared for agriculture in the past, 
extensive revegetation has occurred and a variety of 
habitats have been at least partly restored. 

All bird observations or counts must be carried out using 
bicycles or on foot. Many bird surveys have been carried 
out over the past years and a considerable database of 
records has been compiled. Small nearby islands are 
also surveyed in the regular counts. 

Much of the island is uninhabited, which makes it an 
excellent reserve for birds. There are many different 
habitats on the island, ranging from tall forest to 
heathland and salt marsh. Weed invasion is not very 
extensive, so many of the habitats are in good condition. 

The tall forest is used by Sea-Eagles for nesting. The 
large koala population is free from the chlamydial 
disease that affects koalas on the mainland, but 
overpopulation is damaging the foliage, as in other 
coastal areas of Victoria. In areas of poorer soil quality 
the tree cover becomes more open, providing different 
habitats for birds. 

On the north side of the island there is an area of 
mangroves, which produces a different salt marsh 
environment. This area once supported a Pelican nesting 
colony which failed after 2001. The birds may have 
moved to Mud Islands. 

Large areas of coastal grassland are present on the 
island and provide refuge for waders in the summer 
months. The Banksia woodland contains trees that are 
estimated to be hundreds of years old. These are 
frequented by honeyeaters. 

Despite the good habitat available, not all bird species 
that are relatively abundant on the mainland are found on 
the island. For example, lorikeets and fieldwrens are 


absent, despite the availability of good habitat. Superb 
Fairy-wrens have only been recorded three times and 
those were juveniles. Buff-rumped Thornhills are also 
rare. Freckled Ducks have been occasionally recorded. 
The island supports a large population of crakes but they 
are seldom seen, as is usual with these birds. 

Unfortunately, the large population of feral cats has 
impacted on the bird populations, but foxes are absent. 

The data accumulated over the years by volunteers on 
the island is a valuable resource for conservation efforts 
and attempts are being made to have as much of the 
data published as possible. 

Blue-billed Ducks breed on the island. Caspian Terns 
also breed on French Island and other nearby small 
islands. Great and Little Egrets are present on the island 
but there have been no records of Intermediate Egrets. 
The Fairy Tern population on the island has been 
extensively monitored and more than thirty years of 
nesting data has been accumulated. Although Orange- 
bellied Parrot surveys are still held, no birds have been 
seen for at least 5-10 years. The Parks Victoria rangers 
have monitored Blue-winged Parrot numbers and it 
appears that their numbers are declining. White-bellied 
Sea-Eagle numbers have increased slightly over the 
years and there are now at least six nesting pairs in 
Westernport and possibly more. French Island has a 
population of King Quail and is one of the few places 
where they can be seen, although it requires some effort. 
Unfortunately it appears that feral cats are reducing their 
numbers. Bush Stone-curlews have not been seen on 
the island since 1923, but the island no longer has any 
suitable habitat for this species. Flooded Robins have 
been absent since 1969 and they are declining in many 
other areas of Victoria. Jacky Winters are now absent, as 
are Choughs, probably because of habitat loss. 
Unfortunately, introduced peacocks are increasing in 
number. 

Martin's talk was an interesting and well-illustrated 
overview of birdlife in a location that many GFNC 
members have not visited. 

Martin acknowledged photographs supplied by: John 
Barkla, Mel Doherty, Fay Gordes, John Flarris, Ash 
Herrod, Geoff Lacey, John Loveski, Jennifer Spry, Chris 
Tzaros and Tom Tarrant. 


SEANA Spring Camp at Donald 

Friday 25-Sunday 27 September 2015 

Donald Flistory and Natural Flistory Group is running the SEANA Spring camp this year. It’s a wonderful opportunity to get out into 
the Wimmera and be shown around the best natural features (wetlands, geology, woodlands, local flora and fauna) by the locals. 

There is another function on in town that weekend, so you will need to book accommodation as soon as possible. Registrations 
and payment should be made by 21 August 2015. 

If you are not on the SEANA camp mailing list and don’t yet have a registration form, please contact Deborah Evans on 5243 
8687 or deborah.evans@deakinprime.com to get the form and other relevant details. 

Or contact the Donald Flistory and Natural Flistory Group: PO Box 111, Donald, Vic 3480; Email: dhgnhg@gjr.net.au 
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Fauna report 


T here are no Herp sightings this month, with the cold 
weather keeping reptiles and frogs quiet. 

The Club’s cameras have been in use outside our 
monthly fauna surveys, particularly in searching for 
mammals that were in the area of bush known as 
Caspers-Yaugher off Boundary Road near Forrest. The 
area held a strong population of Long-nosed Potoroos, 
Bush Rats, Agile Antechinuses, Common Ringtail 
Possums and other fauna but it was burnt in the spring of 
2014 with disastrous results for these small mammals 
and other creatures. How long it will be before they 
recover, if at all, is open to question. 


Trevor Pescott 

The cameras will be set at the Floating Islands Reserve 
as part of our survey there later this month. 

The sighting of a small pod of dolphins in Stingaree Bay 
re-affirms the claim that this corner of Coho Bay is 
important to all aspects of wildlife. It would be tragic to 
see this destroyed if the redevelopment of the saltworks 
site is other than environmentally sensitive. Housing and 
marina development are r?of environmentally sensitive! 

It is good to see the report of a Humpback Whale—they 
seem to be increasing in numbers after a long period of 
exploitation. 


Mammals 


Short-beaked Echidna 

1 

26/06/15 

Caspers-Yaugher, photographed on our movement-activated cameras in 
the area burnt in spring 2014. 

Per TP 

Koala 

1 

15/07/15 

Inverleigh Flora and Fauna Reserve. One with a creamy-white collar, high 

MAI, 




in a tall eucalypt. 

RAI 

Common Brushtail 


01/07/15 

Little River-Ripley Reserve, scats noted beneath the River Red Gums. 

TP 

Possum 

Common Ringtail 

2 

17/07/15 

CFr 

Newtown. Resident in the garden. 

Possum 





1 

17/07/15 

Yaugher. Some fur and bits of viscera found on the ground, presumably 
the victim of an unidentified predator. A camera was set up near the site 
to try to determine what was responsible. 

There are two possum dreys in a large Saw Banksia nearby. 

TP 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

16+ 

28/06/15 

Yaugher. Grazing in paddock around 8.00 a.m. 

TP 


42 

18/07/15 

Aireys Inlet. In a paddock off Distillery Creek Rd. 

CFr 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby 


26/06/15 

Caspers-Yaugher. Photographed on movement-activated cameras. One 
was a female with a large pouch-joey. 

TP 

Water Rat 

1 

22/07/15 

Newtown. Swam across the Barwon River near Queens Park Bridge, and 
disappeared in long grass on the opposite bank. 

CFr 

Swamp Rat 

1 

22/07/15 

Newtown. Ran along a fallen branch beside the Barwon River near 

Queens Park Bridge, possibly the same individual that was seen last 
month in the same area. 

CFr 

Red Fox 

1 

19/07/15 

Serendip Sanctuary Reserve. Chasing a rabbit. 

CFr 


1 

23/07/15 

Wurdale, Cape Otway Rd. Road-killed. 

TP 

Feral Cat 

1 

23/07/15 

Yaugher. Photographed at 4.11 a.m. on a movement-activated camera, 
possibly the animal responsible for the possum predation noted above. 

TP 

Brown Hare 

1 

25/07/15 

Flushed from pasture at the edge of the saltmarsh, east shore of Lake 

Per 




Connewarre. 

CMo 

Bottlenose Dolphin 

3 

18/07/15 

Stingaree Bay. Watched from the former gun club site as they worked 
their way around the bay, often close to the shore. 

DTy 

Humpback Whale 

1 

14/07/15 

Point Addis. Noted offshore. 

MAI, 

RAI 


The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria Inc. 

Annual Biodiversity Symposium 2015 
‘Impacts on Biodiversity during the Anthropocene’ 
Saturday 12 & Sunday 13 September 
9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 

Venue: FNCV Hall, 1 Gardenia St, Blackburn 

For more information or to register contact: 

Max Campbell 0409 143 538 
FNCV Office 9877 9860 orwww.fncv.org.au 


Observers: 

CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; 
DTy, David Tytherleigh; MAI, Margaret 
Alcorn: RAI, Richard Alcorn; 

TP, Trevor Pescott. 
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GFNC Excursion: Museum Victoria’s geoscience collections 

15 July 2015 


Deborah Evans 


W hen I looked back at my records, I realised it had been 
eight years since we last visited the Museum’s 
geoscience collections, and a lot can happen to our 
knowledge in these fields even over such a short space of 
time. 

Rocks and minerals 

This trip followed on from our July general meeting talk on 
meteorites by Dermot Henry, Manager of Natural Science 
Collections at the Museum. Dermot’s talk had covered the 
amazing amount we have learned about the history of the 
universe and our galaxy, not just about the solar system, 
from studying the different types of meteorites. On our 
excursion we were privileged to see a number of the 
specimens he’d shown us on slides during the talk, including 
items from the collection recently donated by Professor John 
Lovering, such as the rare Bencubbin sample. This is a 
breccia/conglomerate containing both carbonaceous and 
Fe-Ni alloy material, formed from a ‘fossil’ collision. 

Dermot gave us a general introduction to the geosciences 
collection, which started at the museum in the 1850s and 
was expanded in the 1980s with the addition of collections 
from the University of Melbourne and the Geological Survey. 
The collection is currently housed underneath the Exhibition 
Buildings, but will be moving to the storage areas under the 
main museum buildings as part of a government funded 
‘interim expansion’ project using compactus, which will give 
the collection space another five to ten years’ capacity. As 
humidity is the main threat to some of the mineral specimens 
(e.g. pyrite), the controlled atmosphere under the main 
building will be an improvement. There is also off-site 
storage, including the ‘core shed’, where companies are 
required to deposit their drill cores. 

Dermot updated us on the progress of registering items on 
the computer database EMu™ The collections are growing 
at about 1 per cent a year and there are currently around 
58,000 minerals. There are approximately 100 new minerals 
found each year worldwide. Often it is the crystal structure 
of these new minerals that attracts attention, as people look 
for the potential of these structures to lock up pollutants. 

It was also a chance to have another look at the Museum’s 
tektite collection. These little glassy buttons and dumbbells 
are formed from molten material splashed out from impact 
craters. Once they were just regarded as curiosities, but 



Scalpellum simplex, fossil barnacle described by Charles Darwin, 
Museum Victoria. Photo: Tracey Hinton 


their significance has been increased by the interest shown 
by NASA, who have studied how they have been shaped as 
they have travelled through the atmosphere, using this in 
their designs for the re-entry of space capsules. 

Invertebrate palaeontology 

Collection manager Rolf Schmidt was our host in this 
section. He talked about the new technologies available, 
such as CT scanning to non-destructively see inside 
specimens. We also saw the use of another new 
technology, 3D printing, in the vertebrate palaeo section. 

Rolf showed us a range of fascinating specimens, including 
a late Silurian sea star found during tunneling for the 
underground loop. 

He also introduced us to some of the holotypes held by the 
museum. A holotype is the ‘type specimen’ from which a 
species has been described. Not all the holotypes in the 
museum are from Australia. The most exciting for me was 
the holotype of the fossil barnacle Scalpellum simplex 
Darwin 1851, found in Kent in England and described by 
Darwin and illustrated in his monograph on fossil barnacles. 
The specimen was lent to Darwin by another scientist, John 
Morris, whose collections went, after his death, to the 
German dealer Krantz, from whom the museum purchased 
specimens in 1863. By this convoluted route, I was able to 
hold a fossil that Darwin had held—somewhat mind blowing! 

Vertebrate palaeontology 

We reluctantly dragged ourselves away from the 
invertebrates to join our next host, David Pickering, 

Collection Manager, Vertebrate Palaeontology. The key 
research areas of the vertebrate team are cetaceans, 
Devonian fish, dinosaur age fossils and megafauna—all with 
strong local collections. 

We were able to see specimens illustrating the preparation 
techniques that the team are constantly developing. For the 
dinosaur age fossils from our local Otways Cretaceous 
sediments, the specimens need to be extracted mechanically 
with special drills. However, for specimens in limestone, an 
acetic acid bath technique is often able to be used. The 
exposed parts of the sample are given a protective coating, 
then the sample is dipped in the bath for about a week, 
removed and washed, and then the newly exposed material 
coated before it is returned to the bath. The whole process 
can take months. But it’s worth it! We were privileged to see 



Cladophlebis, Mesozoic fern showing the ‘part’ and ‘counterpart’, from 
the Otways, Museum Victoria Photo: Tracey Hinton 
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Eoactis stachi, late Silurian fossil sea star, Museum Victoria. Photo: Tracey Hinton 

Victoria. Photo: Tracey Hinton 


samples of the famous Gogo fish fossils prepared this way. 
These have been preserved in 3-D inside calcareous 
nodules. They even have evidence of soft parts and include 
samples showing stomach contents and a placenta with an 
embryo. Particularly fragile specimens are mounted in resin 
before the acid bath treatment in order to keep their bones 
and scales in their correct position. 

Closer to home were specimens from the Batesford quarry, 
some of which were donated to the museum recently when 
the Geelong Cementworks Retirees’ Museum closed down. 
One Batesford specimen is the lower jaw of a baleen whale 
showing marks from the serrated teeth of a shark. We also 
saw an early baleen whale skull with teeth, which had been 
found by a surfer in a boulder that had fallen from the 
Oligocene age (30 Ma) cliffs at Jan Juc. The specimen helps 
to show how baleens evolved from being toothed to being 
filterers. 

The Museum’s current dinosaur excavation site is the ‘Eric 
the Red West’ site in the Cape Otway National Park. They 
have nicknamed one specimen ‘Noddy’, as it was also found 
inside a nodule. It contains stomach contents and voice box 
bones, which are rarely found in place as they are connected 
by soft tissue and so disaggregate easily. 


Down in the lab—plant fossils 

Our final stop was the preparation laboratory, where some of 
the plant fossils were laid out for us. These included one of 
the earliest land plants in the world, the club moss 
Barragwanathia longifolia from the late Silurian/early 
Devonian (427393 Ma), and a fern-like Mesozoic plant (ca 
100 Ma) Cladophlebis australis from the Otways, showing the 
‘part’ and ‘counterpart’. More recent plant fossils included 
Auracaria cones and a sample showing a leaf from a eucalypt 
together with one from an Antarctic Beech Nothofagus from 
Berwick quarry (20 Ma), illustrated in Mary White’s The 
Greening of Gondwana. 

Thanks to Dermot, Rolf and David for so generously giving up 
their time and so enthusiastically selecting specimens for us 
that illustrated preparation and research techniques, as well 
as revealing so many exciting new discoveries; also for 
granting us permission to take photographs. 

References and ‘must reads’ 

Long, J. (2006) Swimming in Stone: the amazing Gogo fossils 
of the Kimberley, Fremantle Arts Centre Press. 

White, M. (1998) The Greening of Gondwana, 3rd edn. 
Kangaroo Press. 


Butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 


T here is not much sun and the days are short and Observers: PC, Polly Cutcliffe; TFI, Tom Fletcher 

cold, so the butterflies have temporarily disappeared. 

The few records we have are from June and early July. 

There is a new butterfly book recently published, All 
About Butterflies in Australia by Garry Sankowsky. It is 
not a field guide and in 167 pages it certainly does not 
contain everything there is to be known about Australian 
butterflies. However it provides a different perspective, 
often comparing similar species, and without maps giving 
distribution by state. It also contains many photographs, 
of adults, larvae and pupae. It is a book for browsing on a 
cold winter's night. 



ALL ABOUT 


BUTTERFLIES 
OF AUSTRALIA 





Cabbage White 

13/06/15 

Congoorah Park, Anglesea 

1, near carpark. Sunny. 

TFI 


08/07/15 

Menheere’s quarry. Ocean Grove 

1. 

TFI 

Meadow Argus 

06/06/15 

St Laurence Park, Lara 

1, on marigolds in garden 

PC 
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The Geelong Bird Report towards 2020 


F or some time I have been contemplating and 

discussing the future of the Geelong Bird Report and 
the most effective and efficient way to report, record, 
compile and present our records of bird observations. 
Similarly the most efficient use of time for those involved 
in the process has been a topic of much thought and 
discussion. In recent years the number of records of 
observation has continued to burgeon; in 2009 there were 
over 4400 records of 268 species, 2010 over 6000 for 
277 species, 2011 over 5000 for 273 species and in 2012 
Geelong Bird Report there will be close to 7000 records 
for 279 bird species. This is a wonderful effort and 
testament to the skills, patience and diligence of so many 
of the birders who reside in and visit our wonderfully 
bird-rich region. These numbers simply reinforce the point 
that we need to be compiling, presenting and analysing 
these records in the most efficient and effective manner. 

Dean Newish and Cameron Steele have put an enormous 
amount of time and effort into re-structuring and 
streamlining our Club website to produce the clean, 
inviting and easy-to-use format we now have for recording 
observations on the GFNC web-site. Thank you to Dean 
and Cameron. I also wish to thank Rod Lowther for his 
support, ideas and encouragement through this exciting 
time of transition. 

Moving towards 2020, I present these aims for the 
Geelong Bird Report (GBR): 

• To have all our records of bird observations for the 
region in a powerful useable database that is 
accessible for: 

0 Club members 
0 and the Birding community 

• As Geelong Bird Report Editor, along with the 
GFNC Committee, I see this database to be 
Eremaea eBird. 

0 Since April-May 2014 an ever-growing number of 
GFNC members have been submitting more and 
more of their bird observations to Eremaea eBird — 
the Australian portal of the worldwide web-based 
database for bird records by time and location. 

0 Furthermore the reporting and recording of 
observations and the GBR need to be in the most 
useful and manageable form. 

0 The overall plan, commencing with the 2013 GBR, 
is for all GFNC records, from Eremaea eBird 
(eBird) users and non-eB/rcf users to be 
consolidated in eBird. All our records, along with 
eBird records from non-GFNC observers, will then 
be available for the compilation of the GBR. All 
these data can be requested as a download from 
eBird and then analysed as appropriate, working 
with key people within the Club to assist with these 
tasks. For a number of years we have had records 


Craig Morley—Geelong Bird Report Editor 

coming from a number of additional sources, such 
as Birdline Victoria and Eremaea Birds, to 
embellish the GBR, so this is simply a logical 
extension of that effort. 

0 It is intended to produce the Geelong Bird Report, 
as a PDF document, perhaps with a minimal 
number printed, of: 

• All records of Vagrant, Rare, Uncommon 
species Records of Moderately Common and 
Common species: 

* In unusual numbers, distribution, habitat, 
season etc. 

* Or exhibiting interesting/unusual behaviour 

• Comments and summation of the year; species 
summaries of each bird species in the Geelong 
Bird Report region as per current GBR 

• Currently methods of analysing these data are 
under consideration to emphasise highlights and 
changes in our birdlife. 

• Currently I am working with Rod Lowther and Richard 
Alcorn on a strategy to put 2013, 2014, 2015 records 
into eBird. There are subtle differences for each of 
these years due to the gradual introduction of eBird 
to GFNC members over 2014-2015. 

• The 2012 GBR is nearing completion and will be 
available to GFNC members as a PDF available via 
email and, I anticipate, by download from the Club 
web-site. A limited print run is planned. 

• We have a prioritised list for: 

0 Uploading 2011 and 2012 GBR records to eBird 
0 Making minor corrections to 2009, 2010 GBR 
records, re-preparing these as PDFs and along 
with the 2011 GBR to make these available for 
download from the GFNC website 
0 Uploading the 2009 and 2010 GBR records to 
eBird 

0 Numerous Club records from 2005-2008 have 
already been uploaded to eBird. 

• We are continuing to streamline the monthly 
recording and collation process for reporting to the 
Bird Group and Geelong Naturalist. 

• Most importantly, from your point of view as keen 
field observers please keep recording the birds 
on the GFNC website and/or eBird. If you’re 
reporting a sighting on the GFNC web-site that 
you’ve already recorded in eBird, there is now a ‘tick 
the box’ option to let us know that your record is also 
in eBird. Please be assured that your records of bird 
observations from the GFNC website, which are not 
already in Eremaea eBird, will be regularly added to 
our GFNC Bird Group eBird account. 

• You may like to give an additional web link to your 
eBird list. Please copy and paste the eBird list link 
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Australia Atlas of Australian Birds via Eremaea eBird. 


into the appropriate box with your record as you 
submit it to the GFNC website; it will look like this: 
http://ebird.orq/ebird/view/checklist? 

sublD=S24221885 . 

And, as always, if you’re in doubt about submitting a 
record on the GFNC website, please submit it. 

Bird lists from GFNC excursions and surveys 
completed in eB/rcf should be ‘shared’ with our GFNC 
Bird Group eBird account. 

Also, if you have some noteworthy or interesting 
records in an eBird list please ‘share’ the list with our 
GFNC Bird Group eBird account. 

All Club records will be provided to the BirdLife 


Thank you for reading this vision for the future of recording 
bird observations in our region and the production of the 
Geelong Bird Report. I trust that we will continue to 
document the birdlife of our Geelong region as carefully 
and as thoroughly as we can while deriving great 
enjoyment from the birds and their many and varied 
habitats. We are in a very exciting period of transition with 
our reporting and recording methods, so please continue 
to join in. And as Marilyn Hewish wrote in the last line of 
the 2008 GBR editorial, her last as editor: ‘it’s all about the 
birds’. 


Winter Orchids at Aireys Iniet 

Photos by John Newman 



Chiloglottis reflexa Autumn Bird Orchid. July 2015. 


What’s up? 

Dean Hewish 


O f course, this month has been dominated by the flyby of 
Pluto by the New Florizons spacecraft. This event has been 
extensively covered in the newspapers and the media and there 
is no need to elaborate on the encounter. 

Flowever, it is impossible to ignore Pluto, so I would like to give 
a summary of how it was discovered. 

The last planet to be discovered without the use of a telescope 
was Uranus. It is recorded as being seen by eye from at least 
128 BC, although it was not recognised as a planet until after it 
was publicised by Sir William Flerschel in 1871. Fie 
initially described it as a comet, but it was soon recognised as 
the farthest known planet at that time. 

The next planet outward, Neptune, is too faint to be seen by eye 
and its existence was calculated mathematically. In 1846 the 
French mathematician Urbain Le Verrier predicted its existence 
from measurements of the orbit of Uranus, which showed 
indications of being influenced by the gravity of another planet 
further from the Sun. In 1876 the members of the Berlin 
Observatory discovered Neptune. 

For many years, astronomers observed the movements of the 
outer planets and came to the conclusion that there were orbital 
irregularities that could not be explained by the gravitation of the 
currently known planets. They decided that there must be 


another planet even further from the Sun. It came to be called 
Planet X. Despite much painstaking observing, no trace of 
Planet X was found. However in February 1930, Clive 
Tombaugh, who had been hired by the Lowell Observatory in 
the USA specifically to search for Planet X, discovered a spot on 
a photographic plate he had exposed in the telescope. This spot 
was the first known photograph of Pluto. 

Ironically, it was soon recognised that Pluto was far too small to 
have affected the orbits of Uranus and Neptune. The reported 
anomalies in their orbits were just measurement errors. 

Pluto orbits the sun in a region known as the Kuiper Belt, which 
is thought to contain at least 100 000 objects of diameter greater 
than 100 km. NASA is attempting to direct New Horizons to a 
close encounter with least one more Kuiper Belt object but their 
plan is hindered by the lack of accurate position data for these 
distant bodies. 

As an aside, someone posted on the internet that New 
Horizons is the fastest ever man-made object. Apparently that is 
not completely true. It left Earth orbit at a speed that was greater 
than that of any previous space probe, but Voyager 1, which left 
the Solar System at more than 62 000 kilometres per hour is at 
this moment moving faster than New Horizons. 
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Winter wader count 2015 


John Newman 


T he summary results of the winter wader count are 
recorded below. The count took place over three days 
from Friday 26 June to Sunday 28 June 2015. Over thirty 
volunteers participated many of whom have been 
participating since the formal counts began around 1981. By 
returning to the main high tide roosts of our wading birds 
every summer and winter, population fluctuations can be 
monitored. We have been able to see the well documented 
massive decline especially in the past decade, of up to 8 per 
cent per year. Whilst most of the migratory species spend 
the Australian winter in the far northern hemisphere making 
use of the abundant daylight and food resources to breed in 
the short northern summer, a small number remain behind 
to spend winter in Australia. These are generally immature 
birds which have not yet reached sexual maturity. The other 
major group of shorebirds we observe are the resident 
Australian non-migratory birds such as Black-winged Stilt, 
Banded Stilt, Red-necked Avocet, Red-capped and Hooded 
Plovers among others. 

It was interesting to note that the Moolap salt works still 
supported approximately one third of all shorebirds seen this 
winter on the Bellarine Peninsula, reiterating the crucial role 
the site plays in the mosaic of wetlands here. It continues to 
face development pressures. 

The Double-banded Plover is unique among shorebirds, 
migrating east to west from New Zealand to Australia rather 


than north-south. Many spend the non-breeding season on 
our beaches and open areas around estuaries and lakes. It 
was interesting to note the relative lack of Double-banded 
Plovers this winter, including a nil count at Moolap Salt 
works which is most unusual. The lack of this species has 
also been observed this winter by other wader teams around 
Port Philip Bay e.g. Avalon and Western Treatment Plant 
but not so much the Westernport and Corner Inlet/Gippsland 
counts. Numerous suggestions as to what this might 
represent have been circulated, including a reduction in 
open exposed ground in some Port Philip Bay sites which 
have been fenced off for conservation purposes but have 
actually reduced the open area for these birds. The other 
interesting factor in New Zealand is that it is a beech mast 
year. In a mast year beech forests produce a higher than 
normal amount of seeds. Rats and stoats feed on the seeds 
and turn on native birds when the seeds run out. This may 
have put the Double-banded Plover young at risk and we 
may be seeing the result of a poor breeding season. We will 
see what next winter brings for these birds and what our 
wader experts across the Tasman determine is happening 
on their shores also. 

We will hopefully see you all again for the summer wader 
count in January 2016. 



Total Winter Wader Count 2015 


Wader species 

Moolap 

Saltworks 

Connewarre/ 

Misc. 

Swan Bay 

Total 

Bellarine Peninsuia 

Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher 

14 

2 

23 

39 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Black-winged Stilt 

201 

81 

3 

285 

Red-necked Avocet 

310 

168 

36 

514 

Banded Stilt 

157 

12 

0 

169 

Pacific Golden Plover 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Grey Plover 

0 

0 

8 

8 

Red-capped Plover 

134 

142 

83 

359 

Double banded Pover 

0 

61 

227 

288 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

0 

3 

1 

4 

Hooded Plover 

0 

3 

36 

39 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

0 

4 

0 

4 

Banded Lapwing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Masked Lapwing 

44 

98 

99 

241 

Latham's Snipe 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

0 

0 

17 

17 

Eastern Curlew 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Common Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Grey-tailed Tattler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Common Greenshank 

10 

8 

37 

55 

Marsh Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Wood Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ruddy Turnstone 

0 

2 

9 

11 

Great Knot 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Red Knot 

0 

0 

59 

59 

Red-necked Stint 

53 

238 

313 

604 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Curlew Sandpiper 

0 

91 

9 

100 

Unidentified Small 
Waders 

0 

57 

0 

57 

TOTALS 

924 

970 

961 

2855 



Bar-tailed Godwit, Mud Islands. July 2015 



Great Knot, Mud Islands. July 2015 





Red Knot (one in breeding plumage), 
Mud Islands. July 2015 

Photos: Chrissy Freestone 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Grasstree Park Reserve, Torquay, 

Point impossibie and Karaaf Wetiand 
23 Juiy 2015 

Cheryl West Lau 


T he day, weather-wise, was one out of the box. Sunny, mild, 
no wind and perfect for birdwatching. Grasstree Park, 
covering 25 hectares, has a natural heathland section on the 
western side of the park and large open areas elsewhere. It is 
the only natural heathland area in the Torquay zone and the 
Council is keen to rehabilitate and protect this habitat. Southern 
Emu-wrens live and nest in the heathland and there have been 
several sightings. So with perfect weather we set off in search of 
these elusive birds. Unfortunately they were heard but not seen, 
despite our best efforts. What was seen were many 
White-fronted Chats flying and perching on top of the 
vegetation. Superb Fairy-Wrens were hopping everywhere and 
the most common honeyeater was the New Holland. Other 
honeyeaters included several White-plumed and one 
White-naped Honeyeater, and of course Red Wattlebirds. A 
Little Wattlebird was also heard calling—they are not as 
common as their cousin, the Red Wattlebird. 

Our party of 22 separated for a while and one group saw Flame 
Robins on the western fence line—two brown birds. Parrots 
flying overhead included Blue-winged Parrots, Purple-crowned 
Lorikeets and Rainbow Lorikeets. Crimson and Eastern 
Rosellas were seen in the park. Raptors sighted were Whistling 
Kite, Little Eagle and Australian Hobby. 

A highlight was the flock of 10 Spotted Pardalotes feeding at the 
leaves of a flowering eucalypt. They were enjoying the 
sunshine and food and we stood engrossed watching them 
feed. Also sighted was a Mistletoe bird. There was a healthy 
patch of mistletoe which was in flower but not with fruit. Other 
sightings included Eastern Yellow Robin, Golden Whistler and 
White-browed Scrubwren. 48 species for Grasstree Park. You 
can view the individual list for Grasstree Park on http://ebird.orq/ 
ebird/view/checklist?sublD=S24353037 . 

We then set off for Point Impossible and Karaaf Wetlands which 
are located between Breamlea and Torquay. Along Point 
Impossible Road we stopped at a culvert where water flowed 
under the road from Thompson Creek into the Karaaf Wetlands. 
We were greeted here by a Great Egret who soon made itself 
scarce and on the other side two Hoary-headed Grebes were 
diving, in the company of a Little Pied Cormorant. Flying over¬ 
head was a Caspian Tern, the large red beak evident as it flew 
to and fro. 10 species observed here. The individual bird list for 
Point Impossible/Thompson Creek Estuary can be viewed at 


http://ebird.ora/ebird/view/checklist?sublD=S24353044 . 

At the end of the road was Point Impossible and the scopes 
were brought out. First sighted along the shore was a large flock 
of Double-banded Plovers and a smaller number of Red-capped 
Plovers. Over the water 10 Australasian Gannets were flying 
and a Shy Albatross. Six Great Cormorants were counted and in 
the distance circling high in the sky were six Whistling Kites. 
Singing Honeyeaters were also seen and heard. 16 species 
were observed at Point Impossible. The full list can be viewed 
on http://ebird.orq/ebird/view/checklist?sublD=S24353038 . 

We walked a short distance to the Karaaf Wetlands and entered 
into the north-eastern section of the wetlands. We did not go 
much further as time was running out but we didn't need to. We 
stood in the sunshine and the birds came around us. The 
wetlands are covered in native grasses and saltmarsh 
vegetation. Australasian Pipit and Striated Fieldwrens, along 
with Little Grassbirds, Superb Fairy-wrens, and Eurasian 
Skylarks all inhabit this type of vegetation, although not all were 
seen on this occasion. Surprisingly at this time of the year a 
Striated Field-wren’s nest with nestlings was located in the 
centre of a saltbush. It was discovered when an adult bird with 
food dived into the bush. Also, interestingly, a Horsfield's Bronze 
-Cuckoo was heard calling but apparently they will sometimes 
stay overwinter. Several Superb Fairy-wrens were hopping 
from bush to bush in front of us. Very good views were had of a 
pair of Nankeen Kestrels hovering and diving to the ground. The 
female with her rufous crown came to perch in a tree nearby 
where she sat and watched us. This is an area that attracts a 
variety of raptors and we also saw two Wedge-tailed Eagles, a 
Swamp Harrier and six Whistling Kites (perhaps the same six 
viewed in the distance at Point Impossible, although there was a 
good number in the skies over the general area). 15 species 
were seen here, bird list on: http://ebird.orq/ebird/view/checklist? 
sublD=S24353043 . 

No-one wanted to go home but hunger pains were starting. 
Somebody said ‘you could stand here all day’, with the sun on 
our backs, no wind, and in the company of fellow birdwatchers. 

Below is the total bird list covering all the areas we visited. 69 
species were sighted. For individual bird lists for each area, 
please log on to the above sites. 


Bird species and no. of sites species observed 


Black Swan 

1 

Nankeen Kestrel 

2 

Brown Thornbill 

4 

Australian Wood Duck 

1 

Australian Hobby 

1 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

1 

Pacific Black Duck 

1 

Galah 

1 

Grey Butcherbird 

1 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

1 

Long-billed Corella 

1 

Australian Magpie 

2 

Shy Albatross 

1 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

1 

Grey Currawong 

1 

Australasian Gannet 

1 

Blue-winged Parrot 

1 

Grey Shrike-Thrush 

2 

Great Cormorant 

2 

Crimson Rosella 

1 

Golden Whistler 

1 

Little Pied Cormorant 

1 

Eastern Rosella 

1 

Willie Wagtail 

1 

Great Egret 

1 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet 

1 

Grey Fantail 

2 

White-faced Heron 

1 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

1 

Magpie-lark 

1 

Straw-necked Ibis 

1 

Southern Emu-wren 

1 

Little Raven 

1 

Little Eagle 

1 

Superb Fairy-wren 

3 

Flame Robin 

1 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

1 

Eastern Spinebill 

1 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

1 

Swamp Harrier 

1 

Singing Honeyeater 

2 

Eurasian Skylark 

1 

Whistling Kite 

3 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

1 

Welcome Swallow 

4 

Masked Lapwing 

3 

Red Wattlebird 

1 

Silvereye 

2 

Double-banded Plover 

1 

Little Wattlebird 

1 

Common Blackbird 

1 

Red-capped Plover 

2 

White-fronted Chat 

1 

Common Myna 

1 

Silver Gull 

1 

New Holland Honeyeater 

2 

Common Starling 

1 

Pacific Gull 

1 

White-naped Honeyeater 

1 

Mistletoebird 

1 

Caspian Tern 

1 

Spotted Pardalote 

1 

Australasian Pipit 

1 

Crested Tern 

1 

White-browed Scrubwren 

1 

European Goldfinch 

1 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 

1 

Striated Fieldwren 

1 

Red-browed Finch 

1 


Living with Lapwings 

Deborah Evans 

Here we go again! 

Just when I was enjoying the 
new, more frequent buses, with a 
stop only a few blocks round the 
corner, the lapwings have struck, 
hatching a couple of chicks in the 
house right next to my bus stop, 
and swooping at head height. I’m 
so used to ‘my’ lapwings who 
know all the local humans in their 
territory and just admonish us 
with a few squawks if we get a bit 
close, that it’s a bit of a shock to 
be swooped by these complete 
strangers. Looks like a longer 
walk to the next closest bus stop 
fora while! 
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Bird observations 
June-Juiy 2015 

John Newman, Craig Morley, Rod Lowther 


W inter is well and truly here. Some very cold weather 
and plenty of wind have been the hallmark of 
recent weeks. Bird sightings have largely followed 
predictable winter patterns but with some notable records 
in the list that follows. 

Serendip Sanctuary at Lara and surrounding paddocks 
provide a reliable food source for Magpie Geese and 
Cape Barren Geese at some times of the year and good 
numbers have been seen recently. Their presence here 
also reflects wetland availability in western Victoria. A 
large number of White-necked Herons caught one 
observer’s attention as they are usually seen as solitary 
birds. Winter Cattle Egrets have also been fairly 
widespread over recent weeks. 

Black Kites continue to be seen in new corners of our 
region, convincingly part of our regular Geelong avifauna 
now. Grey Goshawks have also been seen more 
regularly as is the usual pattern over the winter months. 

Hooded Plover enthusiasts have been delighted at the 
large winter flock observed at a new location. Many of 
these birds are banded and show movement to this flock 


from as far as the Bass Coast and Western Victoria. The 
winter wader count detected low numbers of 
Double-banded Plovers this year as was the case for 
surveys around much of Port Philip Bay. A large group of 
Banded Lapwings in a paddock near Mt Rothwell while 
waiting for the Club excursion to commence was an 
unexpected delight enjoyed by many through telescopes. 

Little Lorikeets are seldom seen in a flock as big as the 
seven here and a few Swift Parrots have persisted into 
winter utilising the blossoms of Deakin University’s many 
flowering eucalypts. Good numbers of Flame Robins are 
a real feature of winter and the many records below 
illustrate the interest we all take in recording them. A 
small flock of Diamond Firetails at Inverleigh was most 
noteworthy as they have not often been recorded there in 
recent years. Inverleigh Flora and Fauna Reserve had 
been a stronghold for them over previous years, the 
absence of recent records illustrating the widespread 
decline in woodland birds generally across much of 
Australia. 


Bird Species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs code 

Magpie Goose 

200+ 

04/07/15 

Serendip 

Flock appeared in recent days. Will be interesting to see if 
numbers increase as conditions change at wetlands to W. 

GMc, MAT 

Freckled Duck 

44 

03/07/15 

Ocean Grove 

Begola Wetlands. 20 on 09/07. 

TFI, GT, 

JCrr 


8 

09/07/15 

Ocean Grove 

Blue Waters Lake. 

JCrr 

Cape Barren Goose 

50 

29/06/15 

Serendip 


JDg 

Black Swan 

1 

27/06/15 

Buckley Falls 

Not seen in this location before, nor have I seen swans along 
Barwon River. 

JCv 

Australasian Shoveler 

20 

27/06/15 

Reedy Lake 

Woods Rd. 

WWC 

Shy Albatross 

7 

22/06/15 

Pt Lonsdale 

The Rip. Also 1 on 16/06/15. 

TFI 

White-necked Heron 

6 

03/07/15 

Portarlington 

Queenscliff Rd/Coatsworth Rd. Feeding in field nr cattle along 
with 1 White-faced Heron. 

MDa 

Cattle Egret 

56 

02/07/15 

Drysdale 

McLeods Waterhole. Roosting in willows with 70 Little Black 
Cormorants, 1 Little Pied Cormorant. 

TFI, GMc 


12 

15/06/15 

Drysdale 

Feeding amongst cattle. 

TFI 

Royal Spoonbill 

1 

13/06/15 

Anglesea 

Coongoorah Pk. Not common at location. Feeding with a Great 
Egret. 1 or two White-necked Herons also present. 

TFI 

Black-shouldered Kite 

1 

15/06/15 

East of Drysdale 

Hovering beside rd. 

TFI 


1 

05/07/15 

Moolap 

Portarlington Rd/Coppards Rd. 1st sighting of sp after several 
months of nil sightings at location. 

DTy 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

1 

28/06/15 

Mud Islands 


WWC 

Black Kite 

1 

22/06/15 

Banwon Heads 

Taits Rd. Flying b/w paddocks on either side of rd nr Jirrahlinga. 

PKw 

Brown Goshawk 

1 

22/06/15 

Waurn Ponds 

Deakin University. Imm, found dead on rd in car park. Appeared 
to have eye injury. 

CFr 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

1 

01/07/15 

Ocean Grove 

Marlin Dr. 

JCrr 

Grey Goshawk 

1 

13/06/15 

Anglesea 

Coongoorah Pk. F. White morph. 

TFI 


1 

19/06/15 

Barwon Heads 

Sheepwash Rd/River Pde. Perched on moonah branch. Quickly 
flew off as observer approached. White morph. 

AD 


1 

23/06/15 

Bells Beach 

Bones Rd. White morph. 3rd sighting in last 4 wks of this 
occasional visitor. 

PMW 
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Bird Species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs code 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

2 

03/07/15 

Queenscliff Rd/ 

Ads. From the back of Drysdale Refuse Centre to Golf Club, 30 

MDa 



Batman Rd, 

mins for the journey. 1 missing a primary feather (4th from tip) on 





Portarlington 

R wing. 


Australian Hobby 

1 

27/06/15 

Reedy Lake 

Whitehorse Rd. 'Came from nowhere' as finches flushed from 

WWC 



lignum. Then hung around and made 2nd unsuccessful attempt a 
short time later. 




Peregrine Falcon 

2 

21/06/15 

Bells Beach 

Bones Rd. Ads chasing honeyeaters, late pm. Honeyeaters 
disappeared and fell silent, while Striated Thornhills continued 
hopping about foliage as usual. 

PMW 


1 

08/07/15 

Curlewis 

Coriyule Rd nr Hermsiey Rd. Perched in tree. 

JCrr 


1 

21/06/15 

Mt Rothwell 

Perched very high on power line pylon. 

JN 

Brolga 

2 

27/06/15 

Reedy Lake 

Coppards Rd. M and F. Feeding briefly then flew to another part of 
wetland and briefly started dancing. 

WWC 

Australian Spotted Crake 

1 

20/06/15 

Pt Henry 

Windmill Rd. Feeding in shallow water along edge of saltmarsh 
pond. Dusk; 5.00 p.m. 

DTy 

Black-tailed Native-hen 

1 

03/06/15 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. Feeding on island in centre of swamp. 

PKw 

Australian Pied 

11 

28/06/15 

Queenscliff 

Sand Island. 

WWC 

Oystercatcher 

Banded Stilt 

50+ 

16/06/15 

Lake Victoria 

Ponds nr GC. Resting with ~30 Red-necked Avocet. 2 

Black-fronted Dotterel present also. 

TFI 

Grey Plover 

8 

28/06/15 

Mud Islands 

In lagoon on N side of islands. 

WWC 

Red-capped Plover 

~60 

16/06/15 

Freshwater Lake 


TFI 

Double-banded Plover 

49 

27/06/15 

Lake Connewarre 

S shore. Walked in from Belchers La. 

WWC 


85 

28/06/15 

Mud Islands 


WWC 


142 

28/06/15 

Queenscliff 

Sand Island. 

WWC 

Hooded Plover 

36 

28/06/12 

Freshwater Lake 

Inc114 juvs. 2 ads, 1 juv flagged. 

TL 


10 

15/06/15 

Freshwater Lake 

1st record of Hooded Plovers at this inland location. Three juvs. 

TFI, MMc, KTr 


37 

19/06/15 

Freshwater Lake 

Mix of juvs and ads. Five with leg bands. 

MSk 


28 

20/06/15 

Freshwater Lake 

4 to N of lake, rest in flock on W side. 

CF 


32 

21/06/15 

Freshwater Lake 

19 ads, 13 juvs on NW side of lake. Used to overwinter at Lake 
Victoria, not been there in any numbers for 3 yrs. 

AHn 


36 

04/07/15 

Freshwater Lake 

11 in obviously juv plumage and probably several others with 
retained juv plumage showing through otherwise black head. 

Chose to keep a distance as flags had been read earlier in day. 

CMo, DTy 

Banded Lapwing 

25 

21/06/15 

Mt Rothwell 

22 in one paddock, 3 in next paddock. Seen on Club excursion. 

per JN 

Masked Lapwing 

2 

13/06/15 

Connewarre 

Lake Rd. Pr with 4 day-old chicks beside rd. Advised by farmer 
they were incubated in adjoining paddock. 

PKw 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

17 

28/06/15 

Mud Islands 

With Red Knot. 

WWC 

Ruddy Turnstone 

9 

28/06/15 

Mud Islands 


WWC 

Great Knot 

1 

28/06/15 

Mud Islands 


WWC 

Red Knot 

85 

28/06/15 

Mud Islands 

At least 1 in breeding plumage. Qn Western side of islands 
feeding on sand flats at low tide. 

WWC 

Curlew Sandpiper 

91 

27/06/15 

Lake Connewarre 

S shore. Good winter number of birds inci one in full breeding 
plumage. 

WWC 

Fairy Tern 

10 

05/07/15 

Avalon Beach 


GP 


26 

28/06/15 

Mud Islands 


WWC 

Yellow-tailed 

27 

05/07/15 

Barwon River 

Nr Moorabool jn. Feeding in pine on Newtown side of river. 

JN 

Black-Cockatoo 






250 

13/07/15 

Cargerie, via 

Flying to and then among pine plantation and native tree 

PSc 


+ 


Meredith 

plantations. 



50 

08/07/15 

Wellington 

Hardings Rd. At least 50, probably 70-80, passing through. Half 
flock briefly perched in pine trees then moved on to N with rest of 
flock. 

RWe 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

2 

13/06/15 

Anglesea River 

Adjoining Coogoorah Park. 

TFI 


2 

21/06/15 

Jan Juc 

M and F feeding in favourite naturestrip melaleuca. 

GGt 


4 

08/07/15 

Newtown 

Flying to W. 

CMo 


2 

27/06/15 

Queens Pk 

Car pk. Hd; 4.30 p.m. 

SCr 

Galah 

153 

23/06/15 

Qcean Grove 

Shell Rd recreation reserve. 

GD 

Little Lorikeet 

7 

15/07/15 

Connewarre 

Staceys Rd. Feeding in flowering gums with Rainbow Lorikeets. 

TFI 

Crimson Rosella 

70 

11/07/15 

Bamganie State 

Amazing number on SE edge of State Forest. In several groups of 

CMo, DTy 




Forest 

~20. About 50/50 ad/imm. At least 10 Eastern Rosellas in vicinity 
and loosely mixing with Crimson Rosellas. 


Swift Parrot 

3 

23/06/15 

Waurn Ponds 

Deakin University. Seen and hd foraging noisily in eucalypt nr 
library building, then flew off in northerly direction. 

CFr 

Red-rumped Parrot 

109 

23/06/15 

Qcean Grove 

Shell Rd recreation reserve. 

GD 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

1 

04/07/15 

Serendip 

Calling. Ad, attracted to imitation of call. 

GMc, MAT 

Southern Boobook 

1 

02/07/15 

Avalon 

Avalon Rd b/w Dandos Rd and Avalon Beach. Freshly dead by 
roadside. 

TFI, GMc 

Rufous Bristlebird 

1 

25/06/15 

Jan Juc/Bells 
Beach 

In heathland beside SC Walk tk. 

PMW 

Striated Fieldwren 

5 

19/06/15 

Connewarre/ 

At least 5. In saltmarsh and adjoining farm paddock. Most calling 

PKw 




Barwon Heads 

from fence posts or lignum. Qbserved 15/06, 16/06, 17/06 & 

19/06. 
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Bird Species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs code 

Weebill 

4 

21/06/15 

Anakie Gorge 

In eucalypts on rd into Anakie Gorge PG. 

JN, DTy 


2 

22/06/15 

Bacchus Marsh 

1-2 still in garden after observer's 12 day absence from 
location. 2 in eucalypts in garden; 29/06. Making 
occasional visits to garden; 10/07. 

MHe 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

15 

16/06/15 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse 


TFI 

Golden Whistler 

1 

22/06/15 

Bacchus Marsh 

Grey St. Calling. Occasional autumn-winter visitor to 
town. 

MHe 

Pied Currawong 

20+ 

23/06/15 

Jan Juc 

Large winter flock, constantly calling and visiting 
backyard birdbaths. Also present on 22/06/15. 

GGt 

White-winged Chough 

28 

09/07/15 

Bannockburn 

Riddles Rd. Single flock. 

GMc, TFI 


54 

04/07/15 

Serendip 

One flock. 

GMc, MAT 

Scarlet Robin 

8 

11/07/15 

Bamganie State For- 

Traversed Bamganie State Forest from NW to SE ~ 4 

CMo, DTy 




est 

km, found 4 separate pairs. Max temp all day 3°C. 


Flame Robin 

11 

19/06/15 

Barwon Heads 

Taits Rd. 3 Ms, 8 brown birds. In paddocks opp 

Jirrahlinga. Observed most days in June. 

PKw 


1 

21/06/15 

Avalon 

BNeach Rd. Brown bird. 

TFI 


1 

18/06/15 

Molap 

Grinters Garden Reserve. F. Feeding on ground. 

TL 


19 

20/06/15 

Ocean Grove NR 

8 Ms, 9 brown birds in 2 paddocks bordering N Tk; 2 
brown birds in paddock bordering WTk. 

BL, BML 


5 

25/06/11 

St Albans Pk 

Wilsons Rd/Barwon River. IncI 3 coloured Ms. 

CMo, DTy 


1 

05/07/15 

Swan Bay West 

Nyes Rd. Solitary coloured M. No sign of Fs or 'brown 
birds' in area in over 2 hrs observation. 

RWe 

Pink Robin 

1 

09/07/15 

Inverleigh Common 

F. 

TFI, GMc 


1 

30/06/15 

Ocean Grove NR 


GD 

Golden-headed Cisticola 

1 

17/06/15 

Connewarre/Barwon 

Observed 'hanging out' with Superb Fairy Wrens in 

PKw 




Heads 

saltmarsh. Also with wrens on 15/06. 


Welcome Swallow 

2 

22/06/15 

Newtown 

Hawking over back garden. Interesting to note and 
record presence of sp in our region on shortest day. 

CMo 

Tree Martin 

1 

21/06/15 

Pt Wilson 

29 Mile Rd. Flying within a flock of Welcome Swallows. 

TFI 

Common Blackbird 

1 

08/07/15 

Ocean Grove 

Woodlands Estate. Hd calling continuously from dawn. 

The first time 1 have heard it this season. 

TFI 

Common Starling 

1 

06/07/15 

Newtown 

Perched on TV antenna. Singing with snippets of mimicry 
of House Sparrow, Willie Wagtail and Grey Butcherbird. 

CMo 

Red-browed Finch 

30 

27/06/15 

Reedy Lake 

Whitehorse Rd. Flock. Sheltering in and around lignum 
with Australian Hobby shadowing them. 

CMo, DTy 

Diamond Firetail 

4 

09/07/15 

Inverleigh Common 

W section. 

TFI, GMc 


20 

10/07/15 

Meredith 

Taylors Rd. 10 ads, 10 juvs feeding on tk W of Taylors 

Rd 

PSc 

Beautiful Firetail 

1 

21/06/15 

Anglesea Heath 

r\u. 

Seen in damp area of Tea tree in small seasonal ck nr 

SE end of Bald Hills Rd. 

TL 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 

10 

29/06/15 

Serendip 


JDg 


Observers 

AD, Andrea Dennett; AHn, Angus Hartshorn; BL, Barry Lingham; 
BML, Bernie Lingham; CF, Colin Foreman; CFr, Chrissy 
Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GD, Guy 
Dutson; GGt, Geoff Gates; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GP, 

Graham Possingham; GT, Graeme Tribe; JCrr, Jennifer Carr; 
JCv, Jade Craven; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JN, John Newman; KTr, 


Kaye Traynor; MAT, Maryanne Thorpe; MDa, Michael Day; 

MHe, Marilyn Hewish; MMc, Margaret MacDonald; MSk, Michael 
Skinner; PKw, Penne Kwiat; PMW, Peter McWaters; PSc, Paul 
Schillier; RWe, Richard Weatherly; SCr, Seth Craven; TFI, Tom 
Fletcher; TL, Trevor Lumb; WWC, Winter Wader Count 



Flame Robin, Coppards Rd, St Albans. July 2015 Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 

Freshwater Creek Reserve 
Thursday 27 August 2015 
Leader: Pat Streefkerk 

Meet: At Freshwater Creek Reserve at 9.00 a.m. 
Heading towards Anglesea, turn left off Anglesea Rd at 
the Service Station, into Dickins Rd. The Hall and 
reserve is about 100 metres, just across the creek, on 
your right. Park in the area around the hall. 

We will have a look at the canoe tree and walk around 
the creek birdwatching. With a couple of brief stops on 
the way, we will then go to a property a few kilometres 
away, which is mostly bush and backs onto a creek, 
with a lovely track around it. We will either have 
morning tea there or go on to Pat Streefkerk's place, 
depending on weather and time. 

Be prepared for possible wet ground, and bring rain 
gear in case. 

Finish about 11.30 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. 

Contact: Pat 0409 962 660 


Orange-bellied Parrot (OBP) 
surveys 

One more survey is to be conducted this season. 

Saturday 12 & Sunday 13 September 2015 

If you’d like to take part in this survey please contact: 
Craig Morley 

craigmorley5@bigpond.com or 5221 4604 


ANGAIR Wildflower & Art Show 
Saturday 19 & Sunday 20 September 2015 
Anglesea Memorial Hall, McMillan Street, 
Anglesea 

10.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 

Activities include: 

• Spectacular displays of indigenous wild flowers and terres¬ 
trial orchids 

• Free guided bus tours and wildflower walks in the district 

• Indigenous plants for sale 

• Art and Craft exhibition and stalls 

• Cafe with light refreshments, sausage sizzle. 

• Children’s activities 

• Book stall with plant, animal and garden books, and 
more.... 

Contact 

www.angair.org.au 
Phone 5263 1085 


Mailing roster 
August: Diana Primrose 
September: Jan Venters 


GFNC Excursion 
White Elephant Reserve, 
Parwan Vaiiey 
Sunday 16 August 2015 

White Elephant Reserve is located in the lower reaches of the 
Parwan Valley. 

This bushland contains a mixture of dry forest types with 
Yellow Gum and Red Box trees. Extensive revegetation work 
has been undertaken to repair damage from rabbits and 
erosion. The hills of the reserve contain rich white clays and 
host a variety of wildflowers and bush birds, including Fuscous 
Floneyeaters and Speckled Warblers. It is surrounded by 
private land. 

Meet: 9.30 a.m. just west of the intersection of the 
Balliang—Bacchus Marsh Road and Rowsley—Exford Road. 
From Geelong, take the Geelong Bacchus Marsh Rd and turn 
left (west) at the intersection with Glenmore Rd (there is a 
telephone exchange building on the NE corner). Proceed 
4.8 km through the intersection with the Balliang—Bacchus 
Marsh Road. Park 100 metres further west, before you get to 
the Avenue of Flonour cypress tree plantation. 

Note: If poor weather prevents access to the White 
Elephant Reserve, we will explore sections of the Northern 
Brisbane Ranges instead. 

Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, 
binoculars, sunscreen, strong footwear, field guides. 

For more information or to register for the trip, contact: 

Dean Flewish 0409231755 or email info@gfnc.org.au. 


Boneseed Pull at the You Yangs 
Saturday 22 August 2015 
Time: 9.30 a.m.-3.00 p.m. 

Once at You Yangs Park, Lara, follow the GFNC signs on 
Great Circle Drive to Rockwell Rd. The gate will be closed but 
unlocked; please close after entering. Proceed to the 
T-intersection and phone Deborah’s mobile if you require a 
ride to the Saddle car park. Do not attempt the road from the 
T-intersection to the Saddle car park in a conventional car. 

Bring/wear: As always long trousers, sturdy footwear, 
work gloves, eye protection, all weather clothing, lunch, water 
and sun protection. If you have one, a pick/mattock is handy 
for larger plant removal. 

Contact: Beforehand, Deborah Evans 5243 8687 or Rob 
Beardsley 5241 1951. 

On the day: Deborah Evans 0424 292 447, to arrange 
transport for the last section of the road to the Saddle. 

Please come along to the You Yangs if you can help keep ‘our 
hill’ clear of Boneseed weed. Your help would be greatly 
appreciated. 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 

Tuesday 13 October 2015 

Graeme Stockton 

‘Geelong region growth—threats to flora and 
ecosystem sustainability’ 
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Coming events 


AUGUST 2015 

SEPTEMBER 2015 

4 

General Meeting: Members Night and casserole tea 

1 

General Meeting 

6-9 

Fauna survey 

8 

Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 

11 

Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 

10-13 

Fauna survey 

16 

Excursion: White Elephant Reserve, Parwan Valley 

12-13 

Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 

19 

Cadets: Meeting 

16 

Cadets: Meeting 

20 

Bird Group: Danny Rogers—Tern ID 

17 

Bird Group: Philip Moors—^Through the Bering Strait to 

22 

Boneseed pull—You Yangs 


Wrangel Island 

27 

Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Freshwater Creek 

20 

Excursion: Clarkesdale, Linton area 


Reserve 

19-20 

Angair Wildflower & Art Show 



24 

Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Batesford 



25-27 

SEANA campout Donald History & Natural History Group 


Contributions wanted! 

Members are encouraged to submit short articles and photos for consideration for the Naturalist. 

If you have observed and/or photographed something interesting in the natural world of Geelong and its surrounds, 

please send it to us! 

The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 24 August 2015 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the editor, 

Chrissy Freestone: chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please 
contact the Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) 
from another source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, 
and start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 

[Melway 452 G4] 
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